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I am a very experienced Expert Witness in Burns and Reconstructive Plastic and Hand Surgery

I have been involved in Medicolegal Practice since 1982 when I commenced providing Medical Reports for Personal Injury as a Senior Registrar.  From 1986, as a Consultant, I have continued to provide Condition & Prognosis Reports for Personal Injury.  I also accept instructions for Condition & Prognosis Reports in cases of alleged Clincial Negligence but no longer take instructions with respect to Breach of Duty & Causation.  

My Fields of Specialist Expertise are listed below and are applicable to Domestic & Recreational Injury, Injury at Work, including Industrial Injury, Road Traffic Injury Events (previously known as Road Traffic Accidents) and other miscellaneous causes.

1. Burns, Scalds & Thermal Injuries
2. Scarring (post -trauma and post-treatment/surgery) 
· Head to toe, specially Face & Upper & Lower Limbs
3. Hand Injuries (non-bony)
· Amputations, total & partial
· Nerve injury
· Tendon Injury
· Blood Vessel Damage
4. Repair & Reconstruction
· Split Skin Grafts (SSG)
· Full Thickness Skin Grafts (FTSG)
· Flaps – local, pedicled, free (microsurgical)
· Tissue Expansion
· Liposuction 

I am a Member of The Academy of Experts.
I am a Member of the Federation of Forensic & Expert Witnesses.

I am on the UK Register of Expert Witnesses and was a founder member (and am a past President) of the Warwickshire Medicolegal Society.

I am instructed by Solicitors acting for the Defendant in 48.5% of cases and for the Claimant in 48.5% of cases.  In the remaining 3% I am instructed on a Single Joint Expert basis.   I provide approximately 60 high quality, illustrated Medical Reports per year.

I am registered with the General Medical Council and have been on their Specialist Register since its inception for Plastic Surgery in 1994.  I also belong to the British and European Burn Associations (BBA & EBA), the British Association of Plastic Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgeons (BAPRAS) and the British Society for Surgery of the Hand (BSSH).

I undertake rigorous annual appraisal through the Nuffield organisation and have been revalidated by the GMC through to 2029. 

Instructions

Instructions should be sent direct to me on plastic_matthews@btconnect.com or via my Secretary, Charlotte, on Charlotte.Jones4@nuffield health.com 
Enquiries: 01926-436339
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I qualified MBBS at the University of London in 1972.  I undertook a broad training in surgery, including general, orthopaedic, urological and paediatric surgery on The London Hospital rotation and qualified as a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh in 1977 and of England in 1978.

I subsequently trained in five Regional Burns and Plastic Surgery Centres, including 18 months as Senior Registrar Research Fellow at the Blond-McIndoe Unit of the Queen Victoria Hospital in East Grinstead, researching aspects of wound healing and burns in pregnancy.

I completed four years as Senior Registrar in the North West Thames Region in 1986 and was European Travelling Scholar in 1985, having become fully Accredited in Burns and Plastic Surgery the previous year.

In 1986, I was appointed Consultant Plastic Surgeon to Coventry & Warwickshire, based at the George Eliot Hospital in Nuneaton, serving a population of a million people and introduced a wide variety of modern plastic surgical techniques including free flap surgery, gradually increasing the range of conditions and quality of care provided over subsequent years.  This included founding and leading the plastic surgical Hand Service for Coventry and Warwickshire.

I was Director of the Unit from 1996 to 2006 and during this time achieved significant expansion of junior and senior plastic surgical staff and conceived, planned and effected the transfer of the Unit to the University Hospitals of Coventry & Warwickshire in 2006 into the new build PFI Hospital.

At the George Eliot Hospital, I was Clinical Director for Plastic and Maxillofacial Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynaecology and Paediatrics and Acting Medical Director during a period of crisis.  I also Chaired the Hospital Management Team.

I served for four years as Chair of the West Midlands Regional Specialty Advisory Committee in Burns and Plastic Surgery and also as Specialty Advisor to the Royal College of Surgeons of England for this discipline.  I have served on the Editorial Board of the British Journal of Plastic Surgery (now JPRAS) and on the Committee of the British Association of Aesthetic Plastic Surgeons, including a spell as Chair of its Research and Development Committee.  I was a founder member of SCICAW (Skin Cancer in Coventry and Warwickshire), a forerunner of the modern Multidisciplinary Team Care for Cancer, and served for four years as Chair of the Sites Specific Group for Skin Cancer within the Arden Cancer Network (Coventry & Warwickshire and Worcestershire).  I have various and multiple publications to my name.

Website

My medicolegal website address is: www.richardmatthewsmedicolegal.uk












:  2  :










